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must be judged by its tendency to "raise the man-
hood of the poor," and to make every man, rich and
poor, feel that he is discharging a useful function in
society. Old Robert Owen, when he began his
reforms, rested his doctrine and his hopes of per-
fectibility upon the scientific application of a scheme
for " the formation of character ". His plans were
crude enough, and fell short of success. But he had
seen the real conditions of success; and when, in
after years, he imagined that a new society might be
made by simply collecting men of any character in a
crowd, and inviting them to share alike, he fell into
the inevitable failure. Modern Socialists might do
well to remember his history.

Now it is, as I understand, primarily the aim of
an Ethical Society to promote the rational discussion
of these underlying ethical principles. We wish to
contribute, to the clearest understanding we can of
the right ends to which human energy should be
devoted, and of the conditions under which such
devotion is most likely to be rewarded with success.
We desire to see the great controversy carried on in
the nearest possible approach to a scientific spirit.
That phrase implies, as I have said, that we must
abandon much of the old guidance. The lights by
which our ancestors professed to direct their course
are not for us supernatural signs, shining in a